GEORGE W. BUSH AND THE WAR ON TERRORISM
President Bush used his State of the
Union address in January, 2002, to outline
the status of the war on terrorism. The
U.S. had already formed a coalition, or
alliance, of nations willing to fight against
terrorism. These are condensed excerpts.

the 11th were trained in Afghanistan’s camps
and so were tens of thousands of others.
Thousands of dangerous killers, schooled in
the methods of murder, often supported by
outlaw regimes [governments], are now
spread throughout the world like ticking time
bombs, set to go off without warning.

As we gather tonight, our nation is at war,
our economy is in recession, and the civilized
world faces unprecedented dangers. Yet the
state of our Union has never been stronger.
We last met in an
hour of shock and
suffering. In four
short months, our
nation has comforted
the victims, begun to
rebuild New York
and the Pentagon,
rallied a great coalition, captured, arrested,
and rid the world of thousands of terrorists,
destroyed Afghanistan’s terrorist training
camps, saved a people from starvation, and
freed a country from brutal oppression.
Our cause is just, and it continues. Our
discoveries in Afghanistan confirmed our
worst fears, and showed us the true scope of
the task ahead. We have seen the depth of
our enemies’ hatred in videos, where they
laugh about the loss of innocent life. And the
depth of their hatred is equaled by the madness of the destruction they design.
We have found diagrams of American
nuclear power plants and public water facilities, detailed instructions for making chemical weapons, surveillance maps of American
cities, and thorough descriptions of landmarks in America and throughout the world.

Our nation will continue to be steadfast and
patient and persistent in the pursuit of two
great objectives. First, we will shut down
terrorist camps, disrupt terrorist plans, and
bring terrorists to justice.
Our military has put the terror training
camps of Afghanistan out of business, yet
camps still exist in at least a dozen countries.
A terrorist underworld operates in remote
jungles and deserts, and hides in the centers
of large cities.
Our second goal is to prevent regimes that
sponsor terror from threatening America or
our friends and allies with weapons of mass
destruction. Some of these regimes have
been pretty quiet since September the 11th.
But we know their true nature.
North Korea is a regime arming with missiles and weapons of mass destruction, while
starving its citizens.
Iran aggressively pursues these weapons
and exports terror, while an unelected few
repress the Iranian people’s hope for freedom.
Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility toward
America and to support terror. This is a
regime that has already used poison gas to
murder thousands of its own citizens, leaving the bodies of mothers huddled over their
dead children.

What we have found in Afghanistan confirms that, far from ending there, our war
against terror is only beginning. Most of the
19 men who hijacked planes on September

States like these, and their terrorist allies,
constitute an axis of evil, arming to threaten
the peace of the world. By seeking weapons
of mass destruction, these regimes pose a
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grave and growing danger. They could
provide these arms to terrorists, giving them
the means to match their hatred. They could
attack our allies or attempt to blackmail the
United States. In any of these cases, the price
of indifference [doing nothing] would be
catastrophic.
During these last few months, I’ve been
humbled and privileged to see the true character of this country in a time of testing. Our
enemies believed America was weak and
materialistic, that we would splinter in fear
and selfishness. They were as wrong as they
are evil.
The American people have responded
magnificently, with courage and compassion, strength and resolve. As I have met the
heroes, hugged the families, and looked into
the tired faces of rescuers, I have stood in awe
of the American people.
We have a great opportunity during this
time of war to lead the world toward the
values that will bring lasting peace.
All fathers and mothers, in all societies,
want their children to be educated, and live
free from poverty and violence. No people
on Earth yearn to be oppressed, or aspire to
servitude, or eagerly await the midnight
knock of the secret police.
If anyone doubts this, let them look to
Afghanistan, where the Islamic “street”
greeted the fall of tyranny [the terrorists] with
song and celebration. Let the skeptics look to
Islam’s own rich history, with its centuries of
learning, and tolerance and progress.
America will lead by defending liberty and
justice because they are right and true and
unchanging for all people everywhere.
No nation owns these aspirations [ideals],
and no nation is exempt from them. We
have no intention of imposing our culture.
But America will always stand firm for the
non-negotiable demands of human dignity:

the rule of law; limits on the power of the
state; respect for women; private property;
free speech; equal justice; and religious
tolerance.
America will take the side of brave men
and women who advocate [support] these
values around the world, including the
Islamic world, because we have a greater
objective than eliminating threats and containing resentment.
We seek a just and
peaceful world beyond the war on
terror.
In a single instant,
we realized that this
will be a decisive
decade in the history
of liberty, that we’ve
been called to a unique role in human events.
Rarely has the world faced a choice more
clear or consequential.
Our enemies send other people’s children
on missions of suicide and murder. They
embrace tyranny and death as a cause and a
creed. We stand for a different choice, made
long ago, on the day of our founding. We
affirm it again today. We choose freedom
and the dignity of every life.
Steadfast in our purpose, we now press on.
We have known freedom’s price. We have
shown freedom’s power. And in this great
conflict, my fellow Americans, we will see
freedom’s victory.

Group Discussion: What does President
Bush say are the main objectives or goals
of America in the war on terrorism? What
principles does he think will unite people,
including many in the Islamic world, in
the fight against terrorism?
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