RONALD REAGAN SPEAKS FOR FREEDOM
One of President Reagan’s most famous
speeches (condensed here) contained a
stunning challenge to the Russian leader
of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev.
Berlin, like Germany itself, had been
divided into sections since the end of World
War Two. Russia kept East Germany and
half of Berlin under communist rule. West
Germany was a free nation.
The Berlin Wall was built in the early
1960s by the communist leaders of East
Germany to stop people there from fleeing
to freedom on western side.

Speech at the Berlin Wall – 1987
Behind me stands a wall that encircles the
free sectors of this city,
part of a vast system of
barriers that divides the
entire continent of Europe.
From the Baltic,
south, those barriers cut
across Germany in a
gash of barbed wire,
concrete, dog runs, and
guard towers. Yet it is
here in Berlin where the wall emerges most
clearly; here, cutting across your city, where
the news photo and television screen have
imprinted this brutal division of a continent
upon the mind of the world.
In this season of spring in 1945, the people
of Berlin emerged from their air-raid shelters
to find devastation. Where four decades ago
there was rubble, today in West Berlin there
is the greatest industrial output of any city in
Germany – busy office blocks, fine homes
and apartments, proud avenues, and the
spreading lawns of park land.
From devastation, from utter ruin, you
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Berliners have, in freedom, rebuilt a city that
once again ranks as one of the greatest on
Earth.
In the West today, we see a free world that
has achieved a level of prosperity and wellbeing unprecedented in all human history.
In the Communist world, we see failure,
technological backwardness, declining standards of health, even want of a most basic kind
– too little food. Even today, the Soviet
Union cannot feed itself.
After these four decades, then, there
stands before the entire world one great and
inescapable conclusion: Freedom leads to
prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient
hatreds among the nations with comity [courtesy] and peace. Freedom is the victor.
And now the Soviets themselves may, in a
limited way, be coming to understand the
importance of freedom. We hear much from
Moscow about a new policy of reform and
openness. Some political prisoners have
been released. Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed.
Are these the beginnings of profound
changes in the Soviet state? Or are they token
gestures, intended to raise false hopes in the
West?
There is one sign the Soviets can make that
would be unmistakable, that would advance
dramatically the cause of freedom and peace.
General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek
peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe: Come here to this
gate. Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!
In Europe, only one nation and those it
controls refuse to join the community of
freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union faces a choice: It
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must make fundamental changes, or it will
become obsolete.
As I looked out a moment ago, I noticed
words crudely spray-painted upon the wall,
perhaps by a young Berliner, “This wall will
fall. Beliefs will become reality.”
Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall.
For it cannot withstand faith; it cannot withstand truth. The wall cannot withstand freedom.
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev did
not come to open the Berlin Wall. It was
torn down in 1989 and 1990 as people
across Germany, Eastern Europe, and
Russia itself rose up in rebellion against
their Communist Party rulers.
President Reagan completed his second
term shortly before the dramatic events
that finally brought down the Berlin Wall.
These are condensed excerpts from his
speech as he returned to private life.

Reagan’s Farewell Address – 1989
There are two things that I’m proudest of.
One is the economic recovery, in which the
people of America created, and filled, 19
million new jobs. The other is the recovery
of our morale: America is respected again in
the world, and looked to for leadership.
Common sense told us that when you put a
big tax on something, the people will produce
less of it. So we cut the people’s tax rates,
and the people produced more than ever
before.
Our economic program brought about the
longest peacetime expansion in our history:
family income up, the poverty rate down,
entrepreneurship booming, and an explosion
in research and new technology.
And something else we learned: once you

begin a great movement, there’s no telling
where it will end.
Countries across the globe are turning to
free markets and free speech, and turning
away from the ideologies of the past. For
them, the Great Rediscovery of the 1980s has
been that the moral way of government is the
practical way of government. Democracy,
the profoundly good, is also the profoundly
productive.
Back in the 1960s when I began, it seemed
to me that we had begun reversing the order
of things, that through more and more rules
and regulations and taxes, the government
was taking more of our money, more of our
options, and more
of our freedom.
I went into politics in part to put up
my hand and say,
“Stop!”
I think we have
stopped a lot of what
needed stopping.
And I hope we have once again reminded
people that man is not free unless government is limited. There’s a clear cause and
effect here that is as neat and predictable
as a law of physics: as government expands,
liberty contracts.

Group Discussion: In the first speech,
what contrast does Reagan make between
life on the two sides of the Berlin Wall?
What point does he want to make with his
challenge to Soviet leader Gorbachev?
In the second speech, what does Reagan
count as the accomplishments of his years
in office? What point does Reagan want to
leave with his audience about government
power?
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